
UPPER	  MERION	  AREA	  SCHOOL	  DISTRICT	  
A	  PARENTS’	  GUIDE	  TO	  STANDARDS-‐BASED	  PROGRESS	  REPORTS	  

	  
The purpose for grading and reporting is to communicate to parents what a student knows and 
is able to do as a result of learning. Progress is measured based upon the individual student’s 

performance of identified learning standards. 
 
Q. Why did Upper Merion Area School District 
update their progress reports? 
 
Upper	  Merion	  Area	  School	  District	  has	  a	  
standards-‐based	  curriculum.	  Our	  teachers	  
provide	  instruction	  according	  to	  our	  state	  core	  
standards	  and	  use	  assessments	  that	  reflect	  a	  
child’s	  performance	  toward	  mastery	  of	  the	  
standards.	  The	  elementary	  progress	  report	  is	  
written	  to	  align	  with	  these	  core	  standards.	  	  
	  
These	  academic	  core	  standards	  define	  what	  
students	  should	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  
specific	  grade	  levels	  in	  each	  subject	  by	  the	  end	  
of	  the	  school	  year.	  Standards	  are	  specified	  
learning	  goals	  applied	  to	  all	  students	  and	  
provide	  consistent	  targets	  for	  students	  to	  meet.	  	  
Standards	  represent	  the	  expected	  level	  of	  
proficiency	  for	  all	  students.	  The	  standards	  
remain	  constant;	  however,	  the	  time	  span	  within	  
which	  they	  are	  met	  may	  vary	  from	  student	  to	  
student.	  	  
 
Q. What are Standards?    
 
Standards are what students should know and be 
able to do at the end of each grade. UMASD 
curriculum, instruction and assessments are 
aligned to the PA Core Standards. You may view 
the Pennsylvania Core Standards through the PA 
Department of Education website 
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/PACore 
 
Q. What benefits does a standards-based 
system offer? 
 
A standards-based system: 

1. Defines the knowledge and skills 
students should master at each grade. 

2. Defines clear learning goals for each 
school year. 

3. Enhances reliable communication 
between and among teachers. 

4. Uses consistent language, which is 
representative of instruction in all 
elementary grades and across all 
buildings. 

5. Identifies developmental learning 
patterns over the course of a child’s 
elementary career. 

6. Is supported by current educational and 
learning-based research. 

 
Q. What is a Standards-Based Progress 
Report?    
 
A Standards-Based Progress Report provides 
detailed information on how well your child is 
progressing toward mastery of standards in each 
subject area.  This progress report reflects the 
Pennsylvania Core Standards and lists what the 
learning expectations are for your child.    
 
A Standards-Based Progress Report differs from a 
traditional report card in two ways:  what it 
measures and how it reports progress. 
 
The progress report lists standards for each subject 
area and shows student progress over the course of 
the three marking periods. Each standard is 
divided into benchmark levels that progressively 
build toward proficiency over the course of the 
academic year. At the end of each marking period, 
the teacher will indicate your child’s performance 
level in meeting the benchmarks. 
 
What does the progress report tell parents?    
 
The	  Progress	  Report	  will:	  
	  

• indicate	  student	  progress	  with	  regard	  
to	  the	  benchmarks	  for	  the	  specific	  
marking	  period	  as	  these	  benchmarks	  
align	  to	  the	  standards.	  

• reflect	  how	  a	  student	  is	  doing	  in	  terms	  
of	  grade	  level	  expectations.	  

• better	  clarify	  expectations	  for	  student	  
performance	  on	  marking	  period	  
benchmarks.	  

• offer	  a	  shared	  language	  for	  conversing	  
about	  a	  student’s	  learning.	  

• assist	  us	  in	  improving	  student	  
performance	  over	  time	  rather	  than	  just	  
identifying	  it.	  	  



Q. How does the Standard-Based Progress 
Report compare with traditional grades? 
 
Kindergarten	  students	  are	  assessed	  using	  a	  
developmental	  scale	  to	  indicate	  their	  
“Approaches	  to	  Learning	  and	  Achievement”:	  
	  
5	  =	  Consistent	  
4	  =	  Capable	  
3	  =	  Developing	  
2	  =	  Emerging	  
1	  =	  Experimenting	  
	  
Students	  in	  grades	  1-‐4	  are	  assessed	  using	  the	  
following	  scores	  to	  indicate	  their	  performance	  
with	  “Approaches	  to	  Learning	  and	  
Achievement”:	  
	  
4	  =	  The	  student’s	  performance	  consistently	  
EXCEEDS	  the	  benchmarks	  for	  the	  grade	  level	  
standard.	  The	  student	  produces	  clear	  and	  
convincing	  evidence	  of	  expanded	  knowledge	  of	  
key	  concepts,	  processes	  and	  skills.	  
	  
3	  =	  The	  student’s	  performance	  consistently	  
MEETS	  the	  benchmarks	  for	  the	  grade	  level	  
standard.	  The	  student	  consistently	  applies	  the	  
key	  concepts,	  processes	  and	  skills.	  	  
	  
2	  =	  The	  student’s	  performance	  is	  
PROGRESSING	  towards	  the	  benchmarks	  for	  the	  
grade	  level	  standard.	  The	  student	  is	  developing	  
an	  understanding	  of	  key	  concepts,	  processes	  
and	  skills.	  	  
	  
1	  =	  The	  student’s	  performance	  shows	  LIMITED	  
PROGRESS	  towards	  the	  benchmarks	  as	  
required	  for	  the	  grade	  level	  standard.	  The	  
student	  displays	  a	  minimal	  understanding	  of	  
key	  concepts,	  processes	  and	  skills.	  
Modifications	  and/or	  accommodations	  may	  be	  
in	  place.	  

 

 
 

 

Q. If my child earns a “2” (“3” in kindergarten) 
what does it mean?  
   
The progress report includes multiple standards in 
a subject area, thereby giving an overall picture of 
a student's progress. If your child receives a "2" 
(“3” in kindergarten) it means he/she has not met 
the benchmark for that standard during the 
reporting period. Your child is making progress 
toward the benchmark, but may require additional 
support to meet the grade level expectation at this 
time. 
 
Q. What if my child receives a “3” (“4” in 
kindergarten) in the first marking period?  
 
The	  “3”	  (“4” in kindergarten)	  indicates	  
proficiency	  of	  the	  benchmark	  for	  that	  marking	  
period.	  There	  are	  numerous	  skills	  and	  concepts	  
covered	  within	  each	  standard	  that	  are	  assessed	  
each	  marking	  period.	  Therefore,	  your	  child's	  
score	  for	  each	  marking	  period	  reflects	  their	  
progress	  in	  achieving	  grade	  level	  expectations	  
at	  that	  time.	  Each marking period, students are 
introduced to new skills and content. Therefore, 
the benchmark expectation increases in rigor over 
time.  
  
Q. What if my child’s level drops from one 
marking period to the next marking period? 
 
If your child’s level drops from a “3” to a “2” (“4” 
to a “3” in kindergarten), this may be an indication 
that your child is not making adequate progress 
toward one or more benchmarks for the marking 
period. It is important to note that the benchmark 
increases in difficulty during the course of the year 
as students progress toward mastery of the grade 
level standard. If your child’s level changes from a 
“4” to a “3” (“5” to a “4” in kindergarten), it 
indicates proficiency, but the benchmark 
expectation has increased. 
   
Q. What if my child is falling behind the 
standard?  
  
If your child is not making adequate progress 
toward grade level standards they will be 
supported in EXCEL. EXCEL is part of a multi-
tiered system of support called, Response to 
Instruction and Intervention (RtII). RtII is a 
comprehensive, multi-tiered, standards aligned 
system that provides instruction and interventions 
to match the needs of students and supports the 
student’s progress toward mastery of the 
standards. 


